
Phiti Weaving Project: Preliminary  Proposal

Traditional skills are under threat in a world of mass-production. On a visit to the rural Cypriot 
weaving village of Phiti in 2008, artists Sarah Dixon and Maura McKee spoke to Phiti weavers 
and the curator of the Phiti Folk Museum and felt an immediate affinity with their distress at 
the threat to the survival of weaving as young people leave and skills are not passed on. This is 
something we both see this happening in rural towns in our home countries of England and 
Northern Ireland, and elsewhere.

Sarah, now based in London, lived in Cyprus as a child and has worked on and led conservation 
and cultural projects in several countries including Amazonian Ecuador and Northern Pakistan. 
Maura McKee spent time in Cyprus as a teenager, and thus both of us have strong connections 
with, and feeling for, Cyprus and its heritage. They met at the Cyprus College of Art along with 
Lauren McHugh, also a weaver, who has an interest in contributing from her home country of 
Ireland.

“We were struck by how sad it would be for Fiti if the local traditions were to be  
lost - this is something that we all see happening and want to fight in our home 
countries (England, Ireland and Northern Ireland) too- and were wondering, as  

artists, if we could help?”

Cyprus has a long, esteemed tradition in, and international reputation for, weaving. It is sad 
that only a handful of weavers remain in the village which gave its name to arguably the best-
known type of Cypriot weaving.

Phiti is a marginal, rural community - today only 60 people live there, owing mainly to the 
exodus to towns and cities as time has gone on. Our proposal is to spend time with the handful 
of local weavers who remain; to listen, document, collaborate and support before the skills of 
Phiti’s weavers are lost forever. We also believe it will be possible to inspire new generations of 
Cypriot artists to learn about these traditions and adapt them into a contemporary context. This 
cultural heritage is important but does not need to preserved so much as encouraged to evolve 
and remain relevant, whilst maintaining these important connections with ancestral history.

Project Summary

We are developing a proposal with assistance from the Laona Foundation for the Conservation 
and Regeneration of the Cypriot Countryside.

“The aim of this proposed project is to reinvigorate and recontextualise Phiti  
weaving, and to support Phiti weavers in their practice. We hope to catalyse a  

process of conserving and adapting tradition.”
 

A preliminary visit is planned for October 2010 in order to develop the concept with local 
partners and develop a full proposal to take forward. 



A first meeting has already taken place between Dr Artemis Yiordamli, the Phiti village president, Mr 
Christodoulos Stefanou, and Mr and Mrs Mavrelli who run the folk art museum (14/6/10).

All expressed great interest and the President declared himself willing to lend his name to any fund-
raising effort.  

The meeting discussed a proposal around the following themes:

(a) Social-historical research on Phitotika and the organisation of weaving workshops to pass on the 
tradition

(b) consideration and design of contemporary items that could be developed for international and local 
markets

(c) preparation of a web-page and necessary actions for e-selling

(d) use of research material produced at (a) above to elicit interest from Paphos or Limassol Universities 
to develop weaving as part of its applied arts course 

(e) use of research material at (a) above to prepare an application to Unesco for inclusion of Phitiotika on 
its list of intangible heritage 

 

Mr Mavrellis reported also that he is growing cotton for use on the loom, so a re-introduction of this 
product could become part of the project. The village is planning to restore a wonderful but ruined 
house, as a cultural centre which could be used for classes.  

Mrs Mavrelli was confident that women in the nearby villages would be keen to learn weaving if they 
had a market for their products.  It is believed that the Cyprus Handicraft Centre pay craftspeople very 
little so it is not considered an attractive outlet.

Mr Mavrellis has also produced a typed leaflet (in Greek) on the history of the village and its weaving 
and a girl from the village has written a university paper on Phitiotika, so there is some basic research 
already extant.

In addition,   Sarah Dixon and Maura McKee intend to:  

● Carry out preliminary research on traditional weaving techniques and contemporary 
practice in the UK and Ireland; and prepare a visual presentation and resources which 
will- along with samples of woven cloth- be used as a stimulus for a process of 
regeneration in Cypriot institutions and localities. 

● Visit Phiti to arrange workshops on how to spin wool & research dyeing methods for 
local sheep’s wool as an alternative to always using imported yarns. Also record and 
document Phiti weaving; collaborate in the weaving process; make presentations to 
potential partners around Cyprus; deliver introductory marketing and web training.

● Write a report upon return to the UK, using documentation and records created in 
Cyprus. Reflect back to Cypriot partners - with the idea that this can be used to generate 
further communication with (a) other practitioners (b) educationalists (c) those who can 
help to market products.



We believe that this project can help to address the following issues:
− improved inter-generational relations and understanding
− maintaining cultural heritage and identity 
− improved well-being of people in rural areas
− economic diversification
− biodiversity protection and sustainable natural resource use

Partners & Participants

At this stage we have two UK participants Maura McKee (Northern Ireland), and Sarah Dixon 
(London, England). We also have the involvement of the curator of the Phiti Museum, 
Charalambos Mavrelli, and his wife the weaver, offering full participation in this project. 
Giorgos Constantinos Tsangaris of KPMG Ltd in Nicosia, Cyprus has helped with translations. 

The Laona Foundation for the Conservation and Regeneration of the Cypriot Countryside has 
offered to act as local partner/coordinator to support this initiative. 

Sarah Dixon BSc FRGS 
Practising artist and graphic and internet designer/photographer. Qualified to degree level in 
Biology with a strong interest in conservation and the relationship between humans and the 
natural world. Worked in several conservation and cultural projects internationally including 
leader of Shiwiar Rainforest Initiative in the Ecuadorian Amazon, researching and recording 
uses of plants amongst the Shiwiar Indians of the Pastaza region, and running workshops to 
help Shiwiar people adapt to tourism. Subsequently trained as a graphic designer, now 
practising as a designer, artist and conservationist. 

Maura McKee BA Hons Contemporary Crafts
Maura has a degree in Contemporary Crafts, specialising in weaving and mixed media, from 
Manchester Metropolitan University. She is currently practising art and working with the 
community. Maura is a freelance artist delivering art&craft/digital storytelling facilitation to 
primary and post-primary pupils and teachers, and youth & community groups. Through her 
work at The Nerve Centre’s Creative Learning Centre (Derry/Londonderry) she has designed 
and delivered a series of workshops in primary schools throughout Northern Ireland, using 
weaving as a tool to explore “where we live” (funded by the Rural Development Council). 
Maura also creates educational resources- these include a presentation for secondary schools 
which explores the Holocaust through Art, and schools resource sheets on worrying decline of 
the honeybee. Commissioned work includes a wall-hanging created for Glencree Centre for 
Peace & Reconciliation.   
Maura is also a volunteer youth leader with REACH Across, a cross-community youth 
organisation for 14-17 year olds living in the society dealing with the effects of conflict that is 
Northern Ireland. At 17, she was selected to participate in a United World Colleges course in 
Conflict Resolution, a UN-hosted programme in Cyprus for facilitating understanding between 
divided peoples.
  



Budget for Preliminary Visit

7 days – October 2010

Item Amoun

Flights from UK to Cyprus £300 x 2 

£600

Car hire and other travel £200

Subsistence & accommodation 
whilst in Cyprus. We are also 
seeking subsidised or free 
accommodation in lieu of this 
budget amount. 

£50 per person per diem

7 days - £350 x2 persons  

£700

Materials and equipment £100 

Translator Laona Foundation have offered to provide transport and a 
translator for meetings.  We are also seeking volunteer help 
for additional translation work. 

Total  £1600

Contingency 10%     £160

Budget Total    £1760

Contact 
Any enquiries regarding this proposal should be directed to: 

Sarah Dixon

Flat 2, 61 The Avenue, Richmond TW9 2AL
sarah@spidercreative.co.uk 
Tel. +44 (0) 208 9400417
Mob. +44(0) 7708 399 766

and/or

Maura McKee
6 The Beeches, Omagh, Co. Tyrone, Northern Ireland BT79 0GY
mauramckee@hotmail.com      
Tel. +44(0)28 8224 9808      
Mob. +44(0)753 000 4229
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